              
   
 

 

KEMP RISKS PLAYING A BUM NOTE

 

The South Australian Democrats are warning Federal Arts Minister, Rod Kemp, that any reduction in funding for the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra will be as welcome as a broken string during a violin concerto.

 

The Federal Arts Minister will today meet with the CEOs of the nations symphony orchestras to discuss a plan for slashing the size of the orchestras in the smaller states.

 

Just as a broken violin string will end a concerto performance, a reduction of 25 per cent in the numbers of players of the ASO will be the end of the ASO presenting some of the greatest symphonies written, says SA Democrats Leader, Sandra Kanck.

 

Imagine the absurdity of the orchestra feted internationally for its performance during the first ever Australian Ring Cycle no longer being able to perform Wagner.

 

Mahler will also no longer be on the concert program of the ASO should the Federal Minister stick with recommendations to downsize the orchestra.

 

A city without beautiful music is a city without a soul. 

 

The Federal Government is awash with money and any attempt to wriggle out of its cultural obligations will be a shameful exercise in artistic vandalism.

 

Just yesterday the Federal Treasurer was waving a $360 million bribe in the face of the State Treasurers in return for the abolition of certain state taxes.

 

If the Federal Government goes ahead with this foolish plan where will it stop: shall we burn 25% of books held in our public libraries, smash 25% of the items held in the museum, deface 25% of the paintings hanging on the art galleries walls?

 

The ASO is a cultural institution every bit as valuable as the Art Gallery, Museum and Library.

 

Further comment: Sandra Kanck 8336 4114 (till 9.00am) or 8273 2618 (pager)
