HEINICKE, August Foritz Hermann, (1863-1949) musician, was born on

; !

21 July 1863 at Dresden, Germany, son of August Moritz Hermann Heinicke
and.....Brought up in a wusicsl atwmosphere, Hermann, when ten years o0ld,

A
was enrolled at the Royal Conservatbtorigm of Musie, Dresden. Awarded a

"
seholarship in 1878, he studied all the musical courses of the curriculu

3
Amongst his teachers was the violin virtuoso, BEduard Happoldi.
A period of travelling with orchestras, wmainly in Europe, followed.
He usually played first violin or acted as assistant conductor. In

1890, he answered an advertisemenh asssass for a violin tescher for the
3

fdelaide College of Music, Sonth Australia. Uontracts were signed in

-

S
Berlin snd he arrived in Adelside on 12 Jdune the same year. Heinicke

was met by Gotthold Reimann and Cecil Sharp, who together founded the
College in 1883. They recogniged him by the length of his hair,
"which was surely the best characteristic by which %o recngnise a

o
Gerusnn musician.”
Soon, he was#acclaimed as Adelslde's preuier violinist and violin
tencher. Later, his pupils took the tesching positions leflt vacant
op his retirement. Two to achieve recognition were Lalsy Hennedy
and ¥illiam Cade. h7
8ir Thomas Tlder (g.v.) had lefﬁﬂEZ0,0ﬁO to endow a chair of masic at
the University »f Adelnaide. Thus when the Conservatorium began in
March 1898, the Adelaide Uolleme of Music ceased to funeciion. Its
three principids, Reimann, Helnicke and Hermann Kachelberg becaume

G

the cenian teaohera at hhe MHanservvatard am.



. (2) Avgust Moritz Hermann HEINICKE {cont.)

Apart from teaching, Heinicke's impact on music in adelaide in the
nineties wss ss a conduchor. Charles Cawthorne Jg.v.) hsd formed
& sgall gronp of rlayers known as the Adelaide Orchestra, which in
1893 formed +the nucleus of Heinicke's Grand Orecaestra of forty-five
nlayers. several years of successful concerts followed. The
press reported that hhis orchestra was by far the most important

of our loecal societies. They presented po?ular music, " ‘musie

¥ith a toon in it' to quote a certain illilerate patron" - at low

(R
tariff.

The final concert of the 1796 series produced tae largest audience
ever seen in the Adelside Town Hall. Heinicke stated thut his
professiocal experience had taught him to provide popular

progranves, then cultivate the taste of players snd asdience Tor

W

In 1298, Heinicke's Grand Urchestrs became the Jnnservatorium Grand

\
Qrohestra, with shudents and asvateurs added. within six wmonvhs,

as unnservatorium regulations prevented Heiniecke from eontiuuing as
conduetor, It was the Adelaide Srand Oronestrs with Charles Steverns
"
a8 gondustor, A depleted Congervatorinw orochestrs remained nntil
(=N ,
1910, Heinleke reformed nic (rand Drehestrs in 19115 it suwyiieedd

-

s \‘D
until 1214,
In Decenver 1890, he wrote 2 letter +o the Advertiser rroposing

.

a United Gerwan Gentlemen's dinglng Snclety.

"The thought of beilng a founder of s bis male cuolr obsessed me.®



(3) August Moritz Hermann Heinicke (cont.)

responded, many being from the Adelajde Liedertafel (founded by
German colonists in 1858) and other defunct Germsn choirs. Aafter

auditions, sixty-four men formed the basis of a reformed Adelanide

18
Liedertafel, which Heinicke conducted successfully fmom 1891-1G14,

1891 also saw, for one year, the revival of the Adelaide 8Siring

Guertet Club whieh had flowrished from 1880-1885, leigicke was
\9

a member. He also played in other ensembles, especially with the

1.0
Conservatoriun staff for vany years.

On 12 September 1914, with strong anti-Geruman feelings running high
in Adelaide, nine students of the University of Adelaide, who felt

that Heinicke "had attempted to affront British sentiusent at a
' pu|
public concert", assaulted him and painted the Union Jack on his

K2 .
beld head. Heipicke accepted their written apology and wanted

no steps taken to punish the students. He hoved the Council wauld

make vpublic his decision - a reqguest not granted as Heinicke was
LD
assured the incident was practically forgotten. He remained at

the Unnservaborium but ninelteen months later asked to be released
=Y
frowm his contract. He resigned on 29 april 1916.

»

by B
He had usrried Minna Eugene CGebhardt, an amateur singer in 1908;

1.
they had two sons. Until the 1914 incident, the Heinickes had

enjoyed the adulation snd acceptance of Adelajde's establishument,

but now the fanily left the grand Medindie home,"Willyana" for
7

a poultry farm at Plywmpton. Heinicke continued teaching

rrivately um;ilj/1933. "




August Moritz Hermann Heinicke (cont.)

. (4)

// From 1925-1929, he had a business - Heinicke's Pianos - in the city.'lq
In 1931, he formed his last orchestra, the Adelside Philharmonic
Orchestra, arranging three concerts in the Exhibition Hall with
mainly unemployed musicians; the proceeds to helpadistressed orchestral

: ’b\)
4 players., He asked for the use of the Elder Hall for rehearsals, but

Professor E.H. Davies (q.v.) refused. He feared the popular concerts
could jepamardise the South Australian Orchestra "I have laboured

twelve yesrs to maintain....no room in Adelaide for two large orchestras

7L
The concerts were not a financial success.

Early pictures of Heinicke show him as debonair, counfident, with a
high forehead, receding halr and jauntily twisted moustache. “Loved
by his fiarnily and students, he was a perfectionist with his pupils-

and often imoatient. He had a sense of humour but “professionally,
33
took himself a bit seriously." Towards the end of hiis life, he

' EL
could be seen playing chess at Kindermann's Cafe in Adelaide. He

died on 11 July, 1949; there was no will and no obitusries.
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